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AMERICA NEEDS MORE BOMB-SNIFFING DOGS RAISED IN 
OUR OWN COUNTRY TO KEEP US SAFE

RKC Holiday Dinner at Portobello in Oakland. Gerrie Oliver opening her gift. Did she get to 
Keep it? More photos on page 7.

Sheila Goffe  | December 08, 2017
Recent congressional testimony reveals 
that the United States is relying heavily 
on foreign outsourcing to provide one of 

our most essential frontline 
defenses against terrorist 
attacks – highly specialized 
bomb-sniffing dogs used at 
airports, stadiums, political 
gatherings and other public 
venues.
You may encounter one of 

these dogs at an airport if you are traveling 
over the holiday season, using their keen 
sense of smell to find deadly explosives to 
keep you and your fellow travelers safe.
The U.S. rarely if ever cedes critical national 

security duties to foreign manufacturers. 

From fighter jets, to submarines, to tanks, 
the default is to U.S. suppliers.
But when it comes to the bomb-sniffing 

dogs that safeguard millions of people 
annually, some 80 percent to 90 percent are 
obtained from foreign vendors or domestic 
vendors who import dogs bred overseas, 
according to an analysis by the American 
Kennel Club. 
While electronics generally define high 

technology, explosives detection technology 
is an outlier. No man-made technology can 
even come close to the explosives detection 
capabilities of highly-trained dogs bred to 
sniff out explosives.
Americans should be concerned about 

the impact on homeland security of this 
foreign outsourcing to supply us with these 

continued on page 4
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Happy New Year!  I wish all 
our members good health, 
happiness and prosperity 
in the coming year. May 
you also find much joy and 
success in all you do with 
your dogs.
We start 2018 with the 

largest number of new 
members we have had in 

many years. I am thrilled to see so much 
interest and enthusiasm in Ramapo Kennel 
Club! It will be a pleasure to have you 
with us this year. I look forward to getting 
to know all of you and your dogs better. 
Welcome!
Thank you to Lorraine Fennemore, Tilly 

Grassa and Gerrie Oliver 
for pulling together our 
December holiday dinner. 
The new venue, Portobello 
in Oakland, was lovely. The 
food was delicious and we 
all had a lot of fun catching 
up with each other in a 
more social setting than our 
usual meeting place. The 
Yankee Swap provided great 

entertainment with more swapping than 
we’ve seen in several years (see page 7 for 
photos.)
If, throughout the year, you discover new 

things to do with your dogs, please share 
your adventures with the membership by 
submitting an article to the Growl.  We 
can learn a lot from each other and our 
newsletter is the perfect vehicle for that.  
I know Tilly will be happy to include it.  
Please also submit your brags to Tilly.  Our 
members enjoyed remarkable successes in 
many different venues in 2017. Let us share 
your pride in your accomplishments!
The next few months have the potential to 

bring snow, ice and freezing temperatures.  
If there is any question about a meeting 
being held, please confirm it before heading 
out the door.  We will post cancellations 
on the website and our Facebook page as 
early as possible and will use the call tree 
to notify everyone. Feel free to call my cell 
phone (201-665-2565) or email me (teneo@
mac.com) if you are unsure.  
I look forward to seeing everyone on the 

10th!

Sharon
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Karen Stickel’s Libby taking Demi and Joan Kuehm’s Willow for a ride in her cart.



3
Ramapo Kennel Club GROWL • January  2018

Ramapo Kennel Club –  
Membership Meeting

Call to Order
The Membership meeting of Ramapo Kennel 
Club was held on Wednesday, December 13, 
2017 at Portobello Restaurant, 175 Ramapo 
Valley Road, Oakland, NJ. The meeting was 
called to order at 7:35pm and was presided 
over by President Sharon Fremer.

Approval of Minutes  
A motion to approve the minutes of the 
previous meeting for November 8, 2017 was 
made by Janis Hayes and was seconded by 
Lorraine Fennermore.

Officers’ Reports
No Reports were provided

Other Reports 
Refreshments will be provided for the next 
several months by the following:
January - Sue Leonard
February - Kristin Pierson
March - Fred & Linda Hachtel
April  - Phyllis Lasser
May - Pot luck dinner

Main Motions 
No Motions were made

Janis Hayes moved that the meeting be 
adjourned, seconded by Vivian Bregman, and 
this was agreed upon at 7:38pm.

  
Recording Secretary – Amy Starost

Minutes

Thank you all for sending in your holiday photos. I’ve scattered them throughout the issue, wherever there 
was a space. Happy New Year everyone! 

Joan Kuehm’s Willow waiting for Santa. Willow and Libby
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life-saving dogs. The quality of the animal and its 
capabilities are affected by breeding and care, but we 
are uncertain about the quality of dogs imported into 
our country.
“Challenges faced when relying on importation 

of dogs from foreign sources stem from a lack of 
control over factors that could impact the success 
and stability of these dogs,” Cynthia M. Otto, a 
senior researcher at the University of Pennsylvania’s 
School of Veterinary Medicine, recently told a House 
panel. She cited concerns including disease and 
inbreeding.
What’s more, the best dogs tend to be retained for 

use in Europe, where they are bred. And of those 
dogs provided for export, the U.S. must compete 
with countries able to offer large sums in direct cash 
transactions – rather than government credit cards 
or vouchers provided by the U.S. government.
The supply of capable working dogs from foreign 

sources is continuing to tighten. The spiraling threat 
of terrorism and the resulting demand for working 
dogs within Europe and around the world means 
there’s a growing shortage of even mediocre-quality 
foreign dogs available to protect people in our own 
country.
International demand for canines has increased 

dramatically, said Rep. Gary Palmer, R-Ala., whose 
House Subcommittee on Intergovernmental Affairs 
is examining the problem. “This heightened demand 
has led to a shortage of suitable canines, making 
it difficult for the U.S. government to obtain the 
working dogs it needs.”
How did we get here?
Over the years, various government agencies have 

established specialized working dog-breeding and 
training facilities. Following the Sept. 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks, the government established a 
top-notch detection dog breeding program, but it 
was closed down in 2012 due to budget cuts. That 
placed an even greater reliance on the sourcing of 
military working dogs from overseas.
Currently, there are an estimated 10,000 working 

dogs in the United States, including dogs working 
in government, military, law enforcement and 
at private facilities. The Department of Defense 

operates a small breeding program at its kennels at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio. That’s far 
from sufficient to meet domestic demand.
The great irony is that the breed of choice for 

explosives detection work is the Labrador retriever – 
America’s most popular breed. The American Kennel 
Club alone registered more than 200,000 Labrador 
retrievers in 2016.
And while the Labs used for explosives detection 

are highly specialized, the nation has numerous 
expert breeders with the knowledge necessary to 
provide the type of dogs needed without resorting 
to expensive European dogs.
One reason U.S.-bred dogs are not tapped is that 

dog breeders are typically small operators with little 
understanding of how to navigate the byzantine 
government procurement system. They are people 
committed to the breed they love and are not 
in it for the money. Many find the government 
contracting and payment processes overly 
complicated and often impenetrable.
Another reason for the reliance on imported dogs 

is the economics of dog breeding. The federal 
government does not purchase dogs until they are 
9 to 12 months old – the age for entering training 
programs. Most breeders are not set up to house 
puppies for that long, especially with no guarantee of 
purchase at a later date. Plus, many top sporting dog 
breeders can sell a high-quality puppy at 12 weeks for 
a price the government would pay at 12 months.
Breeders, researchers and government agencies 

have committed to addressing this homeland 
security deficit and ensuring a robust domestic 
supply of capable canines and a less convoluted 
procurement process.
“I don’t think the public understands how scarce 

this resource is,” said Rep. Mike Rogers, R-Ala., 
who serves on the Homeland Security Committee, 
“and how critically important it is to our national 
security.” 
Simply put, we shouldn’t be outsourcing such an 

essential function.

Sheila Goffe is Vice President, Government Relations 
for the American Kennel Club.

AMERICA NEEDS MORE BOMB-SNIFFING DOGS RAISED IN THE USA 
continued from page 1
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AKC Adopts New Legislative Position Statement Supporting 
Domestically-bred Working & Detection Dogs

Kiwi’s Snow Adventure

Today, military working dogs such as ex¬plosives 
detection dogs play a visible and un¬precedented 
role in our national security. Few people realize, 
however, that 80-90 percent of the dogs America 
relies on for national security are imported from 
overseas vendors. Reliance on foreign and uncertain 
sources for such an extraordinarily high percentage 
of the dogs that protect the public 
and our national security should 
concern all Americans.
With a vast increase in worldwide 

demand for working and explosives 
detection dogs, it is increasingly 
difficult for the Departments of 
Defense and Homeland Security, 
local law enforcement, other 
government agencies, and private 
security providers to obtain the 
quantity and quality of dogs needed 
for explosives detection work. 
Therefore, the AKC Board of Directors 
has adopted the following new 
position statement:
Support for Detection and Working Dogs
The American Kennel Club values the contribution 

that working and detection dogs make to national 
security and the extraordinary role that these 

dogs play in protecting the peace and security 
of individuals, communities and nations against 
extremist threats. The AKC honors the breeders, 
trainers and handlers of these dogs, and supports 
expanded scientific research and breeding programs 
to ensure that sufficient high quality domestically-
bred dogs are available to ensure public safety 

and national security, and that 
specialized care is provided to assure 
the wellbeing of these dogs.
The AKC Government Relations 

department continues to work with 
members of Congress to secure more 
information about the cause and 
possible solutions for the shortage 
of domestically-bred explosives 
detection and working dogs for 
national security purpos¬es. 
Language in the recently-
passed 2018 National Defense 
Authorization Act (HR 2810) will 
require re¬porting on specific 

aspects of current military working dog procurement 
and breeding programs to help address this issue 
and provide long-term, sustainable, high- quality 
sources of domestically bred working dogs to meet 
our national security needs.

Hi,
It is Kiwi again. I have just been 
introduced to my first memorable 
snowfall.  This white stuff doesn’t 
dare stick to my coat like it does to 
my fellow older Pyrs.  It is because 
I run around like a crazy fool and 
the snow can’t catch me.  I dip my 
black nose into it and sometimes try 
to bury my whole muzzle into this 
wonderful “stuff”.  
My 10 1/2 year old siblings kind of 

meander around making footprints 
in the snow.  How boring they are. 
I just race around, happy that it is 
snowing. 
When it comes time to again be 

in the house, Mom tries to dry off 
our coats and feet.  My sibs wait to 
shake the snow off in the kitchen.  I 
don’t need to shake off.  A good fast 
run up the deck steps and a frisk on 
the snow covered deck is all I need 
to not add to the wet kitchen floor.  
Mom has towels and rugs for getting 
the snow balls out from between 
my toes.  I wonder who helps Great 
Pyrenees dry off when they are 
working as Livestock Guardian Dogs ?   
Life is Good.    

Love, 
KiwiLorraine Fennemore’s Kiwi
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Usually I write about my own 
adventures...this time I have 
to share a story about Team 
Daisy...
Daisy is a an adorable smoky 

Cockapoo who lives in Wayne 
with her human, Colleen 
Swierkocki...her mom started 
her puppy training at First Dog 
when RKC did not offer summer 
classes, but she became 
part of the Beginner class in 
September 2014 and has been 
a “regular” ever since...
I am in awe of this little 

dog...show her an exercise 
twice and she’s “got it”...she 
knows where heel position 
is...(something my human 
says I still don’t know consistently)...she has the 
sharpest left finish ever...her enthusiastic jumps 
leave spectators laughing...her mom worked hard 
to correct lagging between exercises...(commonly 
known as the “Labrador Lag” for good reason)...
Colleen says she appreciates RKC’s incorporation 

of exercises from other registries into classes...
learning the subtle differences between AKC, UKC 
and WCS helped her to compete in all three venues 
simultaneously...she felt well prepared for each 
level trial...she finds that although available rally 

matches are scarce, they are very 
valuable as practice and polish 
for the competition ring... 
Team Daisy just earned their 

RAE title!...(maybe the first 
student to start with RKC right 
at the beginning of training 
and work through all the rally 
titles with our instructors)...
and they have top level titles in 
AKC, UKC, and WCS with multiple 
High in Trial and High Combined 
awards!... Daisy is truly a rally 
dog at only 3 years old!...she is 
currently training for the new 
AKC Rally Master title...(I’m in 
the same class, but nowhere 
near her classy moves)...
The RKC instructors (and me 

too) are proud of Team Daisy’s accomplishments and 
anticipate a RM title in her stellar future...then on 
to the Obedience ring...
I join the RKC instructors in congratulating Team 

Daisy: 
Colleen Swierkocki and UCD, URO3 Daisy Duke XVII 

BN, RAE, ACT2, TKA3, ARCHEX, CGC

UCDX, URO3 Casbar Glen Wild Weekend CDX-C, CD, BN, 
RAE, RL3, ThD, CGCA
(but you can call me “Friday”)

VIEW FROM THE OTHER END OF THE LEASH

Daisy earned her RAE.

Kristin Pierson’s Gunnar Ruth Henningsen’s Merlin and Winter
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RKC HOLIDAY DINNER AT PORTABELLO, OAKLAND, NJ
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Brags

CH LITTLEFIELD TESORO PREZIOSO, CGC, THD
By Ch Littlefield Pieces Of Eight x Ch Panzanella Degli 
Acquisti Per Littlefield. 
Breeder: Leandra Little, Owner: Dr. Denis Johnson

“Tess” completed her requirements and was awarded 
her AKC Therapy Dog certification in December 2017. 
She has spent her time visiting patients at nursing 
homes, emotionally disables children at schools, 
one-on-one desensitivity training, and her favorite, 
Children Read To Pets. We are so proud of her patience, 
tolerance, and remarkable disposition all of which have 
made her the wonderful therapy dog she is.

A Judge with a heart .... And a Sense of Humor. 
RESERVE WINNERS BITCH AND BEST PUPPY. Owned and handled by 
Phyllis Lasser
Jackie Stacy, one of the most respected Judges in the country 
was one of the Judges this weekend at the CKCSC,USA show in 
York. It was a long and tiring weekend and by Sunday evening 
we were all exhausted so when I put my 2 girls on the table for 
their win photos Bonitos Companeros Josephine decided to lie 
down. Well that was good enough for Bonitos Companeros Xaviera 
who thought she would join her. When the photographer tried 
his clapping and squeaking the Judge said that she thought we 
should let them pose the way they wanted to..... they had earned 
the right. 

and here they are awake . . .

Ruth Henningsen’s Merlin and Winter
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GROWL
Published by the Ramapo Kennel Club
7 Morgan Court
Wayne, NJ  07470

Designer/Editor/Photographer: 
Tilly Grassa
tgcreative@aol.com
973-633-5254

Got Stuff?
Send your stories, news, brags, suggestions, 
comments and photos to Tilly Grassa,  
tgcreative@aol.com. Remember the Growl comes 
out about a week before each monthly meeting. 
Submissions are due two weeks before the 
meeting. The Growl is by and for the members so 
I need your help to make it interesting.

RKC TRAINING CLASS SCHEDULE - 2017-2018 
RALLY CLASSES 
TUESDAY EVENINGS
Note: Change in time:
6:30 - 7:15 RALLY ADV/EXC.
8:30 - 9:15 RALLY NOVICE
(Basic obedience skills required)

Session  2
Jan.  2, 16, 23
 
Session 3
Jan.  30
Feb. 6, 20, 27
Mar. 6, 20, 27 
 
Session 4
Apr.  3, 17, 24

May  1, 15, 22, 29      

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
Puppy Kindergarten 6:30-7:15
Beginner Obedience 7:30-8:15
Advanced Beginner 8:30-9:15

Session  2
Jan. 3, 17, 24

FEB. 13  CGC/CGCA/Therapy Testing
 (there is a fee for testing)

Session  3
Jan. 31
Feb. 7, 21, 28
Mar. 7, 21, 28

Session  4
Apr.  4, 18, 25
May 2, 16, 23, 30

JUNE 6  CGC/CGCA/Therapy Testing
(there is a fee for testing)
 
No Classes 2nd Tues/Wed of each 
month
No Classes July and August

FOR CLASS INFORMATION AND TIMES 
CONTACT:

Ruth Hennigsen  973-697-9456 or 
ruthh.sno-dog@juno.com
OR 
Elaine Barone  973-492-1876   
elaineb.bowow@juno.com  
OR  
Amy Starost  201-576-0491  
email astarost@yahoo.com

Class registration form available on the 
website:
ramapokennelclub.com/RKCClasses

SHOW HANDLING CLASSES
TUESDAY EVENINGS   
7:30 - 8:15  
Drop-in classes: $12.00 per dog,
OR 6 classes for $60.00

Session 2
Jan 16 & 23

Session 3
Feb 6 & 20
Mar 6 & 20

Session 4
April 3 & 17
May 1 & 22
No classes July and August

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Linda Hachtel
973-697-4337
or
Sharon Fremer
201-665-2565
teneo@mac.com



Dates to remember:

All membership meetings are held at

American Legion Post 450
11 Oak Ave.

 Pequannock, NJ 07440 at 8:00 PM 
(unless otherwise noted)

 

Wednesday, January 10  Member meeting 8PM, Board Meeting 7:15 PM. 
 Refreshments: Sue Leonard 

Program:  Showing of Pat Hasting’s “Puppy Puzzle”  
(Contingent on availability of projector)

Wednesday, February 14  Member meeting 8PM, Board Meeting 7:15 PM. 
Refreshments: Kristin Pierson     Program: TBA

Wednesday, March 14  Member meeting 8PM, Board Meeting 7:15 PM. 
Refreshments: Fred & Linda Hachtel    Program: TBA

GROWL
11 Pershing Avenue
Ridgewood, NJ 07450

FIRST CLASS MAIL


